The Parish of St. Martin & St. Paul Canterbury
Sunday 30" November 2025
First Sunday of Advent - The Patriarchs (Hope)

9am Said Eucharist at St Martin’s
Celebrant and Preacher: Reverend Lorraine Lawrence

10.30am Sung Eucharist at St Paul’s with Sunday Zones | & Annointing
Celebrant: Reverend Dr Mary Kells, Rector
Preacher: Samuel Keeler-Walker, Lay Reader

Hymns: 45, 38, 40, 41 Organist: David Rees-Williams

5pm Advent Carols, Cake, and Cocoa at St Martin’s

Parish Prayers: Sophie S, Erika and family, Alison, Nicola, Steffan, Lisa Ackland, Rosemary
Simpson, Clive, Brian and Jill M and all who are unwell. We remember the memorial
anniversaries of John Vousden

Parish Giving: Please consider donating to support our life and Christian mission.

* Giving regularly helps us cover our regular costs which are over £565 a day — join our parish
giving scheme via the QR Code, our website or speak to a warden.

* Give today with cash or card at the back of church.

* Make a one-off donation via our website or QR Code. Thank you!

Parish Contacts:

The Rector: The Reverend Dr Mary Kells, rector@martinpaul.org Tel: Option 2
Parish Telephone Number: 01227 768072

Parish Office general enquiries: office@martinpaul.org Tel: Option |- voicemail
Follow us on social media: Facebook, Instagram & YouTube- MartinPaulChurches
Join our weekly mailing list: Contact the Parish Office

St Martin's visits: Elena Field visits@martinpaul.org Tel: Option 5.

Pilgrim Post: Reverend Clive Barlow pilgrimpost@martinpaul.org

Safeguarding Concerns/Queries: safeguarding@martinpaul.org Tel: Option 6
Prayer requests: Gwyn Hartwell 451366 or Doreen Laven 760372

or on the website at www.martinpaul.org/prayers.

Want to get weekly updates about everything that is going on in our parish?
Email office@martinpaul.org to subscribe
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First Lesson: lIsaiah 2.1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of them

mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many
peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.’” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 122

| was glad when they said unto me : We will go into the house of the Lord.

Our feet shall stand in thy gates : O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city : that is at unity in itself.

For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord : to testify unto Israel, to give
thanks unto the Name of the Lord.

For there is the seat of judgement : even the seat of the house of David.

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper that love thee.

Peace be within thy walls : and plenteousness within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions' sakes : | will wish thee prosperity.

Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : | will seek to do thee good.

(We stand for the Gloria): Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world
without end. Amen.

Second Lesson: Romans 13.11-end

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 24.36-44

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Intercession response: Lord, come down. Be present amongst us

Notices:

Advent Carol Service: TONIGHT Candlelit Advent Carols, Cake and Cocoa. Join
us for this brilliant service to mark the start of Advent. St Martin’s Church 5pm. Well
worth coming along to.

Parish Christmas Lunch — Next Week: Traditional Christmas lunch after the 10.30
Eucharist at St Paul’s. Parish Centre, Sunday 15™ December. Sign up at back of the
churches.

Christmas Market: Thank you to all who supported our Christmas Market
yesterday in St Paul’s and for all helpers who made it happen.

BBC Radio Kent Carol Service: The News is out! St Paul’s is very pleased to host
this year’s Radio Kent Carol Service on Friday 12 December. The event is ticket only
and being offered to listeners across the country. To book email radio.kent@bbc.co.uk.
We will still be offering our own Nine Lessons and Carols on 21 December.

16 Days of Activism: This week the Mothers’ Union is currently supporting the UN
|6 days of activism to campaign against gender based violence — look out for the Red
Chair in church.

The Big Church Read! Join in this initiative for Advent. Why not try the Archbishop
of York's Advent book Listening to the Music of the Soul by Bishop Guli Francis
Dequani and/or daily meditations in Twelve Joys of Christmas by Nicholas
Papadopulos.(copies in our churches and this will also be on the Everyday Faith app
from Christmas Day). For the family The Grumpy Owl and the Joy of Christmas.
All details online or any queries contact Rosemary
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Christmas Cards. This year in an effort to include as many people as possible as well
as reduce the amount of paper and resources used, we are asking people to send one
card to the whole church rather than individual cards. The board at the back of church
will be set aside for people to place their cards.

Anointing: If you would like to be anointed with Holy Oil as we start Advent
together, this will be taking place in the baptistry (by the font) during the
distribution of communion.

Advent Compline: As part of the God’s Breath In Us focus on prayer, GIF will be
hosting a weekly service of compline on Mondays at 7:30pm. We will be focusing on
prayer through all the senses. Everyone is welcome.

Handel’s Messiah: Next Saturday 6™ December at St. Pauls, 7pm. The Merry Opera
Company are performing Handel’s Messiah. A great way to prepare for Christmas!
Details are at the back of church.

Diary
‘Pray as you go’ App join us 9am Monday, Tuesday and Friday wherever you are —
speak to the Rector for more information.

Monday I* 7:30pm Advent Compline at St. Pauls
Wednesday 3™ 10.30am Prayer Book Eucharist and Coffee
Thursday 4 |2noon Midday Prayers at St Martin’s

8.40pm Compline on Zoom (http://bit.ly/ThursdayCompline)
Friday 5% 7.30pm Choir Practice at St Paul’s
Saturday 6 | pm Messy Church at the Spring Lane Neighbourhood Centre
Sunday 7% Second Sunday of Advent - The Prophets (Peace)

9am Sung Eucharist — St Martin’s
10:30 Sung Eucharist with Sunday Zone | — St Paul’s
12.15 Parish Christmas Lunch

Advance Dates:
Christmas Carol Service — Sunday 2 I* December, 5pm at St. Paul’s
Blue Christmas -Tuesday 23 December, 4pm at St. Martin’s

Details of our Christmas Services can be found at
www.martinpaul.org/christmas-services
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